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Proclamation No. .../...

A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

CONSIDERING that the enactment of provisions related to freedom of information and the
media in a single proclamation has prevented the freedom of information law from being
presented with appropriate detail, a complete administrative system, and transparency in
implementation; it has become necessary to enact a separate Freedom of Information
Proclamation by aligning it with advanced global concepts in the sector, international human

rights conventions and declarations, as well as technological progress;

RECOGNIZING the need to establish a system to further ensure transparency and
accountability by reinforcing the freedom of any person to seek, receive, and impart information
held by government bodies, and to fully realize the right of access to information guaranteed
under Article 29 of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and

international human rights conventions ratified by Ethiopia;

NOTING the importance of strengthening and prescribing in detail the powers and duties of the
Ethiopian Institution of the Ombudsman, which is responsible for monitoring and overseeing the

implementation of the freedom of information law, in order to enhance its enforcement ;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

PART ONE

General Provisions

1. Short Title

2

This Proclamation may be cited as the “Freedom of Information Proclamation No. .../...”.



2. Definition

Unless the context of the word or phrase indicates otherwise, in this proclamation:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)
8)

"Information™ means any document compiled in any form and includes information
provided orally.
"Document” means anything created, recorded, or prepared by any person at any time
and in the possession of a government body or private organization and includes the
following:

a) Any record, file, text written by machine or by hand,

b) An electronic record transcript,

c) A copy of an image in any microfilm, whether highlighted or not,

d) Information that can be viewed, read, heard, or recognized with the aid of a

computer or any other device or method, or

e) Any information available in any form or medium.
“Information Officer” means a person or other official assigned or appointed by a
government body or private organization to enforce this Proclamation.
“Head” means the person who leads a government body or private organization in a
superior position, and includes a deputy head.
“Fee” means money estimated to be paid to a government body or private organization
that has the requested information in its possession, and is paid by the information
requester.
“Region” means a government structure established in accordance with Article 47 of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, and for the implementation
of this Proclamation includes the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa city administrations.
"Person" means a physical or juridical person.
“Personal Information” means information relating to an identifiable individual,

including, but not limited to:

a) Information relating to the birth, growth, death, medical, educational,

academic, employment history, professional, or criminal history of the



individual, or information relating to business transactions in which the
individual has been involved,

b) Information relating to the ethnic, social origin, age, pregnancy, marital
status, color, physical or mental health, well-being or disability, religion,
belief, culture, or language of the individual;

c) Information relating to the identification number, symbol or other
particular, address, or blood type of the individual,

d) Information relating to the personal opinions, views, or preferences of the
individual, excluding views, opinions, or alternative proposals given by
the individual regarding the promotion, award, or financial grant of
another individual;

e) Information containing the personal views or alternative proposals given
by the individual regarding the financial grant, award, or promotion of a
third party, where the name of the commenter has been redacted ;

f) Information containing the views or opinions of another person about the
individual; or

g) Information that includes the name of the individual or information the
disclosure of which would, in itself, result in the disclosure of personal
information. However, it does not include information concerning an

individual who has been deceased for 20 years.

9) “Public Body” means any governmental institution established by the Federal or
Regional Constitution or other laws, or existing at any level within the Federal or
Regional government structure, or owned by or accountable to the Federal or Regional
government, and includes public enterprises.

10) “Private Organization” means any business organization not covered under the definition
given to a “Public Body” in this Proclamation, and which is engaged in public-related
activities or is a business organization in which the government holds shares or stocks.

11) “Public-related activity” means administrative functions performed on behalf of a public
body, including the granting and withholding of permits or licenses, as well as the

provision of education, health, transport, culture, and similar services.



12) “Financial Tie” means a situation where the government, at any level or to any extent,
holds a financial or shareholding interest in the business activities of a private
organization.

13) “Third Party” means any person other than the information requester or the public body
or private organization from which information is requested.

14) “Public Interest” means the benefit of the public, including the rights and interests of the
community regarding security, economic, political, and similar matters, which outweighs
individual interests.

15) “Institution” or “the Institution” means the Ethiopian Institution of the Ombudsman re-
established under Proclamation No. 1142/2019 (as amended).

16) “Council” means the House of Peoples' Representatives of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia.

17) “Mass Media” means an organization established to provide news or programs, or both
news and programs, to the public through periodical publications, broadcasting services,
or online media, and includes news agencies.

18) “Grave Ethical Misconduct” means committing an act that violates principles based on
existing laws and professional codes of ethics.

19) “Administrative Measure” means a written warning or an administrative penalty issued
by the Institution against the head, information officer, official, or employee who has
failed to fulfill or has violated the obligations provided under this Proclamation.

20) Provisions of this Proclamation set out in the masculine Gender shall also apply to the

feminine gender.
3. Scope of Application
This Proclamation shall apply to the following matters:

1) Information or documents in the possession of a public body or a private organization,
regardless of when, or by whom, they were prepared, created, or originated;
2) Any law, administrative decision, or practice that restricts or violates the freedom to

request, receive, impart, and reuse information as guaranteed under this Proclamation.



4. Objective

The objectives of this Proclamation are as follows:

1)

2)

3)

To implement the freedom of people to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas as
guaranteed by the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and
international and regional human rights conventions, and to ensure transparency of
operations by ensuring these rights are respected by public bodies and private
organizations;

To establish a system through which an information requester can obtain information
from public bodies and private organizations quickly, without hardship, and at a low cost,
and to ensure information is easily accessible to the public; and

To ensure public participation and supremacy by educating and informing various
stakeholders and the community about freedom of information; and to strengthen good
governance characterized by transparency, accountability, effectiveness, efficiency, and

fairness.

5. Fundamental Principles

1)

2)

3)

The provisions of this Proclamation shall be interpreted and implemented in a manner
consistent with the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
international and regional human rights conventions, and international principles of
freedom of information;

Except for the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, this
Proclamation shall prevail over any other law or administrative decision that restricts or
prohibits the disclosure of information by a public body or a private organization.

This Proclamation shall not be interpreted as limiting the responsibility or authority of a
public body or a private organization to provide or publish information through means

other than the procedures established under this Proclamation.



4) The burden of proof to show that any decision or act of a public body or a private
organization regarding freedom of information is lawful or consistent with the provisions

of this Proclamation shall rest upon the public body or the private organization.

PART TWO
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (GENERAL)

6. Requesting and Accessing Information

1) Any person has the freedom to seek, receive, impart, and reuse any type of information or
document in the possession of a public body or a private organization, including his own
personal information.

2) The freedom referred to under sub-article (1) of this Article includes the right to inquire
and know whether the requested information or the document containing the source of
the information is in the possession of any public body or private organization, and the

freedom to:

a) Inspect, take notes, or copy extracts from a document or information;

b) Obtain a certified copy; or

c) Obtain a copy via any type of electronic means or, if the document is stored in a
computer or other device, obtain a printout from such device; or

d) Obtain a copy stored in the form of images, audio, or through any other method.

3) The provisions of sub-articles (1) and (2) of this Article shall apply to a private
organization only if the information in its possession concerns a public-related activity or

the share or stock of a public body.
7. Designation of Information Officer

1) The head of a public body or a private organization shall have primary responsibility
for the implementation and enforcement of the provisions of this Proclamation.
2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, the head shall

designate one or more information officers and experts, as necessary, to receive and



process information requests submitted to the public body or private organization and
to fulfill other obligations stipulated under this Proclamation.

3) The head shall have the duty to facilitate appropriate training for the designated
information officer to ensure he is qualified and ready for the role, and to ensure the
officer has full authority to provide information to requesters, publish public interest
information, and fulfill other obligations provided under this Proclamation.

4) Any official, employee, or expert of a public body or private organization shall have
the duty to cooperate with the information officer in the performance of their duties or

functions.

8. Duty of Records Management and Preservation

1) Every public body shall have the duty to:
a) Properly maintain accurate, verified, and usable information or documents; and
b) Properly organize and preserve all information or documents under its possession
in a manner that facilitates freedom of information as provided for in this
Proclamation.

2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, every public body
shall:

a) Organize and maintain records that sufficiently document its policies, decisions,
procedures, interactions, and other activities performed to carry out its mission;

b) Ensure that records under its possession, including those held electronically, are
maintained in an orderly and proper condition;

c) Computerize and modernize its records and information management systems;
and

d) Establish procedures that enable the correction of personal information and ensure
it is easily accessible.

3) A private organization shall properly organize, preserve, and manage information in its
possession on a periodic basis if such information concerns public-related activities or the
government’s financial or shareholding interests.

4) A public body or private organization shall retain the information or document for 15
years from the date the information was created by or came into the possession of the

7



public body or private organization. However, upon the expiry of the 15-year period, the

information or document may be transferred to the body legally authorized to receive

such records.

9. Duty to Publish

1) Every public body, except for information prohibited from disclosure under this

Proclamation, shall have the duty to fully publish and make accessible to the public

information concerning the public body through electronic or other communication

methods.

2) The information to be published pursuant to sub-article (1) shall include:

a)

b)

c)

d)

9)

h)

i)

The address of the head office or branches, postal and electronic mail addresses,
and telephone number;

Organizational structure, powers and duties, a list of services provided to the
public; and the identity, powers, and responsibilities of officials;

Processes and procedures for obtaining services, including fees and established
timelines;

Policies, proclamations, regulations, directives, manuals, and other documents
governing its powers and duties;

Procedures followed in decision-making, consultation processes, and public
participation in decisions;

Procedures and addresses for users to submit inquiries or complaints;

Types of records held and the categories of information contained within those
records;

A detailed explanation of the procedure for any person wishing to request
information; and

The name and address of the Information Officer.

3) A public body shall publish the information referred to in sub-article (2) at least once a

year. However, if there are changes or new information within one year of publication, it



must publish such updates within -- days and provide copies of the publication to
information requesters or make it available for inspection.

4) Every public body shall publish or notify the public within -- days from the date the
following public interest information is created or known:

a) Budget, actual income and expenditure, financial and audit documents, subsidy
beneficiaries and implementation, and detailed procurement procedures and
processes;

b) Tender applications and results, copies of contract agreements made with any
party, and contract performance reports;

c) Administrative and judicial decisions, including the decision and any dissenting
opinions;

d) General performance reports and feedback provided by the Council or any other
body;

e) Information on project facts prior to implementation for the public or parties
whose interests are or may be affected by the project; or

f) Information that should be disclosed to the public based on the principles of
transparency and accountability, or other public interest information.

5) When a public body enters into a contract mentioned in sub-article (4)(b), it shall make it
part of the agreement by notifying the contracting party that it has a duty to publish the
agreement and disclose it to an information requester, unless the information is legally

exempt from disclosure.

10. Duty of Private Organizations to Publish

1) A private organization to which this Proclamation applies shall, at regular intervals and at
least once a year, publish electronically and make available to the public a description of
the types of information that can be obtained without the need to submit a formal
information request under Article 6 of this Proclamation.

2) The information published by a private organization pursuant to sub-article (1) of this
Article shall include:

a) The address where the organization is located, its postal and electronic mail

addresses, and telephone number;
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b) The Memorandum and Articles of Association, and the share of any public body;

c) The identity, composition, duties, and a description of the appointment process of
officials, the board, committees, and other bodies;

d) A list of services provided to the public, procedures for obtaining the services,
established timelines, and fees;

e) Plans, plan performance reports, annual budget, details of income, expenditure,
and debt, and audit reports;

f) The amount of annual salary, benefits, and gifts received by each official and
employee;

g) A list of the categories of information under the control of the private
organization, and an explanation of the procedure for submitting an information
request; and

h) The name and address of the Information Officer.

3) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (2) of this Article, the Institution may,
when it finds it necessary, determine additional categories of information to be published

by a private organization.

PART THREE
EXEMPTED INFORMATION

11. Personal Information of a Third Party

1) A request for information shall be refused if the disclosure of the requested information
would involve the personal information of a third party, including an individual who has
been deceased for less than 20 years.

2) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, a request for
information shall not be refused under the following circumstances:

a) If the third party does not object to the disclosure or has provided written consent for
the disclosure of the information, pursuant to Article 24 of this Proclamation;

b) If the third party was already aware that the information is, or could be, made public
by the public body or private organization;

¢) If the information is already in the public domain;

10



d) If the information concerns the mental or physical well-being of an individual who is

under the guardianship of the requester, and the individual:

1) Is under 18 years of age; or
2) Is unable to understand the nature of the request, and the disclosure of

the information is in the best interest of the third party;
e) If the information concerns a deceased third party and:

1) The disclosure is requested by a next of kin of the deceased;
2) The disclosure is requested by a person who has the written consent of a
next of kin of the deceased; or
3) The request is made by an administrator of the deceased'’s estate, an executor
of the will, or a legal heir; or
f) If the information concerns an individual who is or was an official or employee of a
public body or private organization, and the information relates to their title, work
address, position, rank, salary and other benefits, or the duties performed in the
course of their employment, or the name of the individual as it appears on records
they personally completed.
3) For the purposes of this Article, "Next of Kin" means a parent, descendant, sister, or

brother of the deceased, and includes a spouse.
12. Commercial Information of a Third Party

1) A request for information may be refused if the requested information:

a) Contains trade secrets of a third party;

b) Even if it is not a trade secret, concerns financial, commercial, scientific, or
technical information of a third party and its disclosure would likely cause
significant harm to the commercial interests of that third party; or

c) Contains commercial information supplied in confidence with the expectation

that it will not be disclosed, and its disclosure could expose the third party to
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undue harm in contract or other negotiations, or prejudice the commercial

competition of the third party.

2) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, the information may be

disclosed if:

a)
b)
c)
d)

The information is already in the public domain;

The third party has consented in writing to the disclosure of the information;

It concerns the financial expenditures of a public body;

Its disclosure promotes accountability and transparency regarding a decision
made or passed by the third party;

It exposes illegal acts or misconduct; or

It concerns any product manufactured in the name of a third party, or the results
of testing or research conducted regarding environmental safety, and the
disclosure is necessary to inform the public about potential risks to public or

environmental safety.

3) Notwithstanding paragraph (f) of sub-article (2) of this Article, the disclosure

requirement does not include information on preliminary tests or research conducted

specifically to develop testing or research methods.

13. Third-Party Information Provided in Confidence

1) A request for information shall be refused if the requested information:

a)

b)

Would cause the public body or private organization to breach a contractual
obligation regarding the non-disclosure of an exchange of information, thereby
potentially making it liable to a lawsuit by the contracting party; or

Concerns information provided by a third party in the belief that it would not be
disclosed, and where its disclosure is likely to impede the future supply of similar
information from the same source, and the public body or private organization

has a public interest in continuing to receive such information regularly.

2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of sub-article (1) of this Article, the

information shall be provided to the requester if the third party gives written consent for

its disclosure.
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14. Notification and Intervention of Third Parties

1) Where a public body or a private organization receives an information request under
this Proclamation that concerns a third party and intends to disclose that information
to the requester, it shall, within 7 days of receiving the request, notify the third party
in writing. The notice shall specify the name of the requester, the content of the
requested information, and the reasons why the information should be disclosed, and
shall state that the third party may submit an objection within 7 days.

2) Where a third party notified pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article objects to the
disclosure of the information, the information officer shall, within 7 days of receiving
the third party's response, make a decision on whether or not to disclose the
information and notify both the requester and the third party.

3) If the information officer decides to grant the information request, they must wait
until the time limit for the third party to file an appeal has expired, or until a final
decision is rendered on a filed appeal, before transferring the information to the
requester.

4) If the address of the third party to be notified under sub-article (1) of this Article is
unknown, or if the third party fails to submit an objection, it shall be deemed that
there is no objection, and a decision shall be made in accordance with sub-article (2)
of this Article.

15. Information Regarding the Safety of Individuals and Property

The disclosure of the requested information shall be refused if there is a reasonable suspicion
that it:

1) May endanger the life or physical safety of an individual;

2) May impair or prejudice the security of a building, computer, or other communication
device, or any type of individual property structure or operating system, including public
transportation services; or

3) May prejudice or impair the effectiveness of strategies, plans, and procedures designed to

protect the safety of an individual covered under a witness protection program.
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16. Law Enforcement and Legal Investigation Information

1)

2)

3)

Information shall not be disclosed if it relates to methods, techniques, procedural rules, or
operational guidelines for investigating, monitoring, curbing, or preventing a violation of
the law that has been committed or may be committed, and where the disclosure of such
information would hinder their effectiveness by creating favorable conditions for the
commission of a crime or by facilitating evasion of the law.

Information shall not be disclosed if it concerns a criminal suspect whose charges are
still being prepared, or if the preparation is complete but the charge has not yet been filed,
or if the case is currently pending before a court, and where the disclosure of the
information or confirming its existence or non-existence:

a) Could prejudice the case;
b) Could result in the obstruction of justice; or
c) Could distort the balance or impartiality of the judicial process.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, a request for information

shall not be refused if the requested information solely concerns the general conditions of

treatment of persons who are in custody or under legal protection.

17. Privileged Information

1)

2)

A request for information shall be refused if it seeks information that a party in legal
proceedings is not legally compelled to disclose to a third party, unless the person who is
the beneficiary of such privilege consents to the disclosure.

For the purposes of sub-article (1) of this Article, privileged information includes
information obtained or known during professional or legal relationships, such as those
between a patient and a medical professional; a client and a legal advisor/professional; a

whistleblower or informant and a journalist; or a husband and wife during their marriage.

18. Defense and National Security Information

1)

A request for information shall be refused if the disclosure of the requested information,
or the confirmation of its existence or non-existence, would prejudice the national

defense or the security and safety of the country.
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2) For the purpose of this Proclamation, "national defense or security and safety
information” means information related to any type of activity conducted to monitor and
control the activities of enemies or insurgents, and includes information concerning:

a) Military missions, exercises, tactics, or strategies;

b) The quantity, type, capability, power, weakness, operation, effectiveness,
movement, or usage of weapons or any other types of equipment designed,
customized, developed, or manufactured for military or similar purposes;

c) The character, capability, weakness, function, potential, deployment, or
movement of a person assigned with responsibility;

d) Methods of information collection, evaluation, or storage, or scientific or
technical equipment used for such purposes;

e) The identity of confidential informants and any other source of information; and

f) Intelligence used by the country, or in the name of the country, during
international consultations and discussions.

3) For the purpose of this Proclamation, "activities of enemies and insurgents"” means:

a) An act of invasion directed against the country;

b) An act of domestic or foreign sabotage or terrorism targeted at the country, its
people, or its strategic interests;

c) An activity to change the constitutional order by force or violence; or

d) Any foreign espionage activity or enemy movement.

19. International Relations Information

1) A request for information shall be refused if the disclosure of the information, or the
confirmation of its existence or non-existence, would prejudice the international relations
of the country.

2) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-article (1) of this Article, the information
referred to in the sub-article includes:

a) Information given by the country, or in the name of the country, to an
international organization or another government which requires the matter to be

kept confidential in accordance with an international agreement or negotiation;
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b) Information that must be kept confidential pursuant to an international agreement
or international customary law;

c) Information concerning positions taken, or to be taken, by the government or
another foreign government or international organization in ongoing or future
international negotiations; or

d) Information relating to confidential diplomatic communications with another
government or international organization, or official communications with the

country's diplomatic missions or consular offices.
20. Economic and Financial Information

1) A request for economic or financial information to be provided, or for confirmation of its
existence or non-existence, may be refused under the following circumstances:

a) If the disclosure of the information would cause harm to the economic interests of

the country;
b) If it could endanger financial security; or
c) If it weakens the government's capacity to manage the country's economy.
2) For the purpose of sub-article (1) of this Article, economic interest or financial security
information includes:

a) Plans to change or maintain policies that could affect the currency in circulation,
coinage, legal tender, foreign exchange rates, or foreign investment;

b) Planned decisions to change or maintain figures relating to current credit or interest
rates, customs or excise duties, taxes or any other government revenue sources, the
regulation or supervision of government financial institutions, public debt, the price
of goods or services, rents, wages or daily rates, or other forms of income;

c) Plans regarding the sale or holding of assets of a public body, or international trade
agreements; or

d) An agreement or a planned agreement to transfer shares or interests of a public body

to any person who is not a public body.

21. Commercial Activity Information of Public Bodies
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1) A request for information may be refused if the requested information:

a) Concerns an agreement or a draft agreement made to transfer the shares or interests of
a public body to any person who is not a public body;

b) Contains trade secrets of the government or any public body;

c) Contains financial, commercial, technical, or scientific information which, although
not a trade secret, would harm the interests of a public body if disclosed; or

d) Contains information that, if disclosed, could prejudice the commercial competition
of a public body.

2) The prohibition stipulated under sub-article (1) of this Article shall apply only if the
information has not been previously disclosed to the public or if the public body that
owns the information has not consented in writing to its disclosure.

3) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (2) of this Article, disclosure shall not be
refused if the requested information concerns product or environmental testing results or
research conducted in the name of a public body, and where its disclosure is necessary to

expose a serious risk to public or environmental safety.
22. Cabinet Documents
A request for access to Cabinet information may be refused under the following circumstances:

1) If the information was prepared for submission to the Cabinet or was presented for
Cabinet discussion; or
2) If the information contains Cabinet opinions, consultations, evaluations,
recommendations, or minutes, where the disclosure of such information:
a) Impedes effective government policy formulation;
b) Results in hindering the success of a policy;
c) Restricts the process of discussion or consultation within the Cabinet; or
d) Harms national security.
3) Notwithstanding sub-article (2) of this Article, the Cabinet may decide to publish the

information or provide it to the information requester.
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4) For the purposes of this Article, “Cabinet” means the Council of Ministers, its
committees, or sub committees, and includes cabinets established at various levels in

accordance with Regional Constitutions.
23. Internal Operations and Deliberations of Public Bodies

1) A request for information may be refused if the disclosure of the information:

a) Would distort or prejudice the outcome of a free exchange of ideas, consultation,
report, recommendation, or discussion conducted within a public body or between
various public bodies;

b) Would cause the premature disclosure of a policy under preparation or design, or a
draft proclamation not yet open for public comment, thereby resulting in the
frustration of the success of the policy or the draft law; or

c) Contains internal procedures and guidelines, such as techniques and procedures for
supervision, audit, investigation, or inspection, and there is a reasonable expectation
that it could impede the effectiveness of the testing, investigation, or auditing
procedures and methods of the public body.

2) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, disclosure shall not be
refused if the information contains explanations or reasons that ought to be provided

during a judicial investigation process.
24. Information on Professional Examinations and Recruitment Processes

1) A request for information related to an academic or professional examination,
recruitment, or selection process may be refused if the disclosure of the information
before the completion of such examination, recruitment, or selection process would
compromise the integrity of that process.

2) The information referred to in sub-article (1) of this Article shall not be withheld from an
information requester after the academic or professional examination, recruitment, or

selection process has been completed.

25. Broadly Framed Information Requests
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1) A public body or a private organization may refuse a request for information under the
following circumstances:

a) If the request is framed in general terms and the applicant fails to refine the request
despite being provided with assistance and support to do so;

b) If, due to the large volume of information requested, the work of copying or
collecting the information would disproportionately divert the human and material
resources of the public body or private organization or disrupt its regular operations;

c) If there is a law or order requiring the information to be published at a specific time,
and the information is due to be published within 15 days from the date the request
was submitted; or

d) If the information is already included in a publication that has been made available to
the public.

2) Where a request is refused pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article, the notice referred to
under Article 32 of this Proclamation shall include a statement affirming that the refusal

is indeed appropriate based on the grounds specified under sub-article (1) of this Article.
26. Severability of Information

1) Where a request is made for a document that contains both disclosable information and
information that is exempt from disclosure under this Proclamation, the parts or pages of
the document that are disclosable shall be severed and disclosed.

2) An information officer who severs specific parts or pages from a document shall notify
the applicant of the number and volume of the severed parts or pages and provide the

extracted information to the requester.
27. Lifting of Restrictions

1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Articles 11 through 23 of this Proclamation,
information shall no longer be considered exempt from disclosure after 25 years have
elapsed from the date the information was created or occurred.

2) After the period specified in sub-article (1) of this Article has expired, any person may

submit a request to access the information. The information officer who receives such a
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request may provide the information to the requester in accordance with this
Proclamation.

3) Notwithstanding sub-article (2) of this Article, the information may continue to be
withheld from disclosure if its release would endanger the life or physical safety of an

individual, public or national security, economic interests, or international relations.

28. Information Classification
For the implementation of this Proclamation, information classified by another law as non-

disclosable shall have its secrecy expire as follows:

a) Ifitis Top Secret, after 20 years;
b) If itis Secret, after 10 years; and

c) Ifitis Confidential, after 5 years.

29. Weighing the Public Interest

1) Notwithstanding the provisions of the exemptions section, a request for information shall
not be refused unless the harm caused to the protected interest by the disclosure of the
information outweighs the public interest to be gained from such disclosure.

2) Before refusing a request for information based on the provisions of this Part, an
Information Officer must verify whether the provision of sub-article (1) of this Article
applies to the request.

3) Any person who, in good faith, discloses information or authorizes its disclosure pursuant
to sub-article (1) of this Article shall not be subject to criminal, civil, or administrative

liability as a result of such disclosure or authorization.

PART FOUR
PROCEDURES FOR INFORMATION REQUESTS AND RESPONSES

30. Submission of Information Requests

1) Any person or mass media, either personally or through a legal representative, may

submit a request for information to the relevant information officer or their
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representative. The request shall be in writing or via a legible electronic method,
specifying the type of information, the language, and the format in which the information
is to be provided.

2) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, a requester is not
prohibited from directly submitting an information request to the specific department of
the public body or private organization believed to possess the information.

3) A public body or private organization may prepare and implement a clear information
request form that is easily understandable to the requester. Details shall be determined by
directives issued by the Institution.

4) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, an applicant who is
unable to read or write, or who cannot submit a written request for any other reason, shall
be permitted to submit the request orally. The information officer has a duty to provide
assistance by filling out the information request form on behalf of the applicant and
providing him with a copy.

5) An information seeker who submits a request:

a) Shall not be charged a service fee for submitting the request;

b) Shall only be required to present a valid identity card;

c) Must be provided with an acknowledgment document confirming the submission
of the request;

d) Shall not be compelled to explain the reason for seeking the information, unless it
is an urgent request.

6) Neither the reason provided by the requester nor any reason the information officer
assumes to be the basis for the request shall be used to restrict the freedom to request and

obtain information.

31. Providing a Response

1) An Information Officer who receives a request for information in accordance with this
Proclamation shall provide the requested information to the applicant, with or without a
fee, within 15 working days.

2) Where it is decided that the requester shall obtain the information for a fee pursuant to
sub-article (1) of this Article, the Information Officer shall notify the requester in writing
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of the amount of the fee and the conditions of payment. The period between the sending
of the notice and the payment of the fee shall not be included in the 15-working-day limit
specified in sub-article (1).

3) |If the requested information falls under the category of non- disclosable information, the
Information Officer shall provide a written response to the requester stating that the
request has been refused, citing the specific grounds for refusal provided under Part
Three of this Proclamation, and informing the requester of their right to lodge a
complaint with the Head of the body.

4) If the requested information is not in the possession of the public body or private
organization, or cannot be found despite diligent efforts, the Information Officer shall
notify the requester in writing with a statement of confirmation, explaining that the
information is not held or cannot be found, and informing them of the right to lodge a
complaint.

5) Any information provided to a requester is presumed to be true and accurate in both
content and form. The requester may utilize the provided information as a basis for their
intended purpose.

6) A failure to provide any response to the requester within the time limit specified in sub-
article (1) of this Article shall be deemed a refusal of the information request without

sufficient cause.
32. Extension of Time Limits

1) Notwithstanding the response time limit provided under Article 31 of this Proclamation,
an Information Officer who receives a request for information may extend the period for
no more than 14 consecutive days for the following reasons:

a) If a large number of information requests have been submitted and it is impossible to
provide the requested information within 15 working days;

b) If the request requires searching through a large number of records to provide the
information at a specific time, thereby disproportionately diverting the human and
material resources of the public body or private organization;

c) If searching for, collecting, or compiling the requested information requires

examining numerous records from branch offices located in different towns;
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d) If consultation with various departments or other bodies is appropriate or necessary to
provide the requested information, and it is consequently impossible to provide the
information within 15 working days; or

e) If the requester has expressed in writing their consent to the extension of time.

2) If an Information Officer decides to extend the time limit pursuant to sub-article (1) of
this Article, they shall, within 15 days of receiving the information request, notify the
requester in writing of the decision to extend the request for additional days, the reason
for the extension, and their right to lodge a complaint.

3) Notwithstanding the expiry of the time limit provided under Article 31 of this
Proclamation, if the requested information concerns a third party, the information may be
withheld from the requester until the third party's right to appeal has expired or until an

appeal filed by a third party has been decided.

33. Urgent Information Requests

1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 31 of this Proclamation, an Information Officer
who receives an information request for an urgent matter shall provide a response within
48 hours.

2) For the purposes of sub-article (1) of this Article, an "urgent information request” means:

a) An application which demonstrates concrete reasons that failure to provide
the information urgently could cause an imminent and serious danger to
human life, property, or physical safety; or

b) A request submitted by the mass media or a requester whose primary
function is the dissemination of information to the public, regarding an act
performed or about to be performed by a public body or a private
organization, which the public has an urgent and objective need to know.

3) |If it is determined that the information request concerns an urgent matter and it is
decided to grant the request, the information shall be provided to the requester free of
charge within the timeframe specified in sub-article (1) of this Article.

4) If a request is refused on the grounds that it is not urgent, the Information Officer shall,
within 48 hours of receiving the request, provide a written response to the requester
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stating the decision and informing them of their right to lodge a complaint or an

administrative appeal.

34. Transfer of Information Request

1)

2)

In accordance with Article 30 sub-article (2) of this Proclamation, an official or employee
who receives an information request shall handle the request themselves if the requested
information is available within their department and the request is simple and clear.
However, if the information is not available within the department, they shall transfer the
request to the Information Officer to ensure it is processed in accordance with the law.

If an information request is transferred pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article, the time
limit for the requester to receive a response shall start counting from the date the request

was initially submitted to the department.

35. Deferral of Information

1)

2)

3)

If the requested information is a report, or part of a report, prepared for submission to the
House of Peoples' Representatives, the information request may be deferred or postponed
until the end of 5 consecutive regular session days of the House.
If the requested information is a report, or part of a report, prepared for submission to a
body to which the institution is accountable or to another public body, the disclosure may
be deferred or postponed until the report is submitted to the relevant body. However, the
disclosure of information may not be deferred or postponed for more than 25 days from
the date the information request was submitted.
Where a decision is made to defer the disclosure of information pursuant to sub-articles
(1) and (2) of this Article, the Information Officer shall, within no more than 15 days of
receiving the request, notify the requester in writing of:

a) The decision to defer the information;

b) The legal grounds for the decision;

¢) The time when the requested information will be disclosed; and
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d) That the requester may submit, orally or in writing, the reasons why the
information should be provided before the report is submitted to the House or the
relevant body.

4) The Information Officer shall examine the petition submitted under paragraph (d) of sub-
article (3) of this Article, and if there are sufficient grounds to believe that deferring the
information for the specified period would cause harm to the requester, it may be decided
to provide the requested information to the requester before the report is submitted to the
relevant body.

36. Fees

1) An information requester shall not be charged any fee for:
a) Searching for or collecting the requested document; or
b) The time spent by a public body or private organization examining the document to
determine if it contains non-disclosable information or redacting non-disclosable
information from the document.

2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (3) of this Article, the fee paid to obtain
information shall in no circumstance exceed the actual cost required to reproduce the
document containing the information.

3) No reproduction fee shall be charged to a requester in the following circumstances:

a) For personal information;

b) For a person who lacks the capacity to pay;

c) For information reproduced through electronic methods;

d) For information concerning the public interest; or

e) Where a public body has a duty to publish the information and the document
obtained does not exceed 20 pages.

4) A private organization shall not be expected to provide information without charging
reproduction fees.

5) Without prejudice to the provisions of this Article, the Institution shall issue a detailed
directive regarding the fees to be paid to public bodies or private organizations for

information.
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37. Duty to Submit Report

1) An Information Officer shall have the duty to submit an annual report to the Institution
regarding the detailed activities performed to implement this Proclamation.

2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, the Information
Officer shall submit a report to the Institution detailing the implementation of information
mandated to be published and the conditions under which the public accesses such
information.

3) The report prepared pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article shall include:

a) The number and description of information requests submitted by applicants;

b) The number and description of information requests granted in part or in full;

c) The number and description of information requests rejected in part or in full;

d) Complaints submitted to the head of the body, the solutions provided by the head,
and the number and description of complaints that were accepted. The Institution
shall issue detailed implementation directives.

4) Any federal public body shall include the freedom of information report referred to in
sub-article (1) of this Article when submitting its annual performance report to the
Council of Ministers and the House of Peoples' Representatives; likewise, a regional
public body shall include it when reporting to the Regional Council and the Regional

Administration Council.
38. Language and Format

1) If the requested information is available in the language chosen by the applicant, it shall
be provided in that language.

2) If the information is not available in the language chosen by the applicant, it shall be
provided in the language in which it was originally prepared.

3) Unless it causes an undue waste of human and material resources, disrupts regular
functions, or endangers the security of the document, information shall be provided in the

format and manner requested by the information seeker.
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PART FIVE
THE ETHIOPIAN INSTITUTION OF THE OMBUDSMAN

39. General

1) In addition to the powers and duties granted to it under its establishment proclamation
and other laws, the Ethiopian Institution of the Ombudsman is hereby empowered by this
Proclamation to implement, monitor, and follow up on the execution of this
Proclamation, and to perform other activities necessary for the growth and development
of values of transparency and accountability, and a culture of information accessibility.

2) For the effective execution of the duties and responsibilities granted under this
Proclamation, an Information Freedom Sector Ombudsman shall be appointed by the
House.

3) The Information Freedom Sector Ombudsman shall be accountable to the Chief
Ombudsman and, in consultation with the Chief Ombudsman, shall have the power and
duty to lead and organize the sector, monitor and direct employees, submit periodic and
annual performance reports, and perform other tasks assigned by the Chief Ombudsman.

4) Unless otherwise explicitly provided by another law, the recruitment, selection,
appointment, term of service, salary, benefits, etc., of the Information Freedom Sector

Ombudsman shall be in accordance with the establishment law of the Institution.

40. Independence

The Institution shall perform the responsibilities and duties assigned to it independently and

neutrally, free from the political, economic, or any other interests and influences of any party.

41. Budget

1) The additional budget required for the Institution to fully carry out the powers and duties
granted to it under this Proclamation shall be allocated by the House of Peoples'
Representatives.

2) The Institution may receive and obtain financial and other support from various bodies

and organizations, provided it does not contradict its objectives and independence.
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42. Powers and Duties of the Institution

Without prejudice to the general provisions of Article 39 of this Proclamation, the Institution

shall have the following powers and duties:

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

To initiate freedom of information laws and ensure their enforcement;

To prepare, publish, and disseminate explanations and compendiums that help clarify the
objectives, implementation, and application of this Proclamation and its provisions;

To monitor, follow up on, enforce, and promote the implementation of freedom of
information laws;

To determine and implement the procedures, processes, and activities necessary to fulfill
the responsibilities granted under this Proclamation;

To investigate any violations of the provisions stipulated in this Proclamation based on
complaints or administrative appeals submitted by any individual or group;

To determine the necessity, type, and manner of investigation required to resolve
complaints, tips, or inquiries regarding freedom of information;

To process cases submitted to it under this Proclamation promptly and through flexible
procedural rules;

To resolve matters related to freedom of information through negotiation, conciliation, or
mediation;

To provide recommendations, take administrative measures, or issue fair and reasonable

decisions or orders;

10) To summon and inspect information or documents withheld from a requester in order to

determine whether they are non-disclosable;

11) To block the disclosure of requested information where appropriate;

12) To reject information requests that are broadly framed or do not meet the requirements

set forth;

13) To periodically publish and make its findings, recommendations, decisions, or orders

available to the public;

14) To participate in international and regional meetings or discussions concerning freedom

of information, submit reports, and sign agreements.
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43. Auditing and Supervision

1) The Institution shall audit the compliance of public bodies with this Proclamation.

2) Pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article, the auditing power of the Institution shall
include:

a) Conducting inspections or surveys;

b) Carrying out investigations necessary for the audit work;

c) Involving the employees of the public body being audited:;

d) Requesting and obtaining information necessary for the audit work;

e) Ordering the submission of additional information;

f) Issuing orders or recommendations to correct identified compliance violations and
monitoring their implementation;

g) Submitting a special report to the House, as necessary, regarding a public body
that fails to implement the Proclamation;

h) Investigating the reasons for compliance violations.

3) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-articles (1) and (2) of this Article, the
Institution may, at any time, supervise the implementation of the provisions of this
Proclamation by a public body or a private organization.

4) Pursuant to sub-article (3) of this Article, the supervisory responsibility of the Institution
shall include:

a) Providing prior written notice to the public body or private organization before
starting supervision;

b) Providing recommendations for the rectification of identified and verified gaps
within a specified timeframe;

c) Monitoring the implementation of its recommendations through various means.

Detailed execution shall be determined by a directive issued by the Institution.
44. Studies and Legal Amendment

1) The Institution shall conduct or cause to be conducted necessary studies for the

successful realization of the objectives of this Proclamation.
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2) The Institution shall include the results of such studies and its decisions or

recommendations for amendments in its annual report to the House.

3) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (2) of this Article, the Institution shall:

a) Submit recommendations to the House to amend, strengthen, or develop
the provisions of this Proclamation;
b) Provide general and/or detailed recommendations to the relevant public

body or private organization to develop and improve their procedures.

45. Awareness and Training

1) The Institution shall design and implement a continuous training and awareness-raising

program regarding freedom of information.

2) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-article (1) of this Article, the Institution shall:

a)

b)

Cooperate with governmental and non-governmental bodies to carry out activities
that develop public awareness on freedom of information; and notify the public of
the requirements of this Proclamation and the rights of every person through
various methods;

Prepare and provide awareness training and support for information officers and
experts of public bodies and private organizations;

Conduct voluntary capacity-building work, including technical support; and work
in collaboration with civil society, educational, research, and training institutions
engaged in such work;

Prepare and distribute freedom of information manuals and explanations;

Monitor the awareness training provided to government employees; provide
recommendations for training to be given; and provide training upon request;
Publicize the performance of freedom of information implementation through

various means.

3) The Institution shall provide explanations or recommendations based on inquiries or tips

received from an information officer or any other person.

46. Performance Report
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1) The Institution shall submit an annual or special report to the Council by compiling and

analyzing the freedom of information implementation reports sent to it by Information

Officers pursuant to this Proclamation, as well as gaps identified through its own

supervision and monitoring.

2) A special report submitted pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article shall include:

a)

b)

f)

The full name and address of the public body, head of public body and the
Information Officer who have refused to implement freedom of information
provisions or the recommendations and decisions issued by the Institution;

The specific matter or freedom of information violation that triggered the report,
and the recommendation or decision that was provided to the public body;

Any harm caused to public or individual rights and interests as a result of the
matter that triggered the report;

The written or oral response and justifications provided by the public body
regarding the violation of freedom of information provisions or the Institution's
recommendation;

Other matters as may be necessary;

Alternative accountability mechanisms that may be taken by the Council.

PART SIX
PROCEDURES FOR COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS

47. Grievance Procedure and Response System

1) Unless otherwise provided in this Proclamation, an applicant who is dissatisfied with a

2)

decision of the Information Officer or the implementation of the provisions of this

Proclamation may lodge a complaint with the Head of the body within 20 consecutive

days from the receipt of the decision. The Information Officer shall provide the applicant

with an acknowledgment of the submission of the complaint to the Head.

If the applicant can demonstrate that they were unable to submit the complaint on time

due to force majeure, the complaint may be accepted even after the expiry of the period

specified in sub-article (1) of this Article.
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3) The Head to whom a complaint is submitted pursuant to sub-articles (1) and (2) of this
Article shall:
a) If the complaint concerns an urgent information request, render a final decision
within 48 hours of the submission of the complaint;
b) If the complaint concerns a regular non-urgent information request, render a final
decision within 10 working days of the submission of the complaint; or
c) If the complaint concerns the implementation of other provisions of the
Proclamation not covered under paragraphs (a) and (b), render a final decision
within 15 working days of the submission of the complaint and provide a copy of
the decision to the complainant.
4) Failure to render a decision within the time limits specified in sub-article (3) of this
Article shall be deemed as an affirmation of the decision made by the Information
Officer.

48. Submission of Administrative Appeals

1) An applicant dissatisfied with the final decision rendered by the Head pursuant to Article
47 sub-articles (3) and (4) may lodge an administrative appeal in writing to the Chief
Ombudsman within 20 days of the receipt of the decision.

2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, an applicant
dissatisfied with a decision rendered by an Information Officer regarding an urgent
information request may lodge an administrative appeal directly to the Chief
Ombudsman.

3) The Chief Ombudsman shall render an appropriate decision or order within 48 hours if
the administrative appeal concerns an urgent information request, or within 20 working

days for any other matter.

49. Grounds for Administrative Appeal

Administrative appeals to the Chief Ombudsman against a decision of the Head may be lodged

on the following grounds:

a) A decision to refuse access to information;
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b) A refusal to provide a certified true copy;

c) Failure to provide information in the requested language or format;

d) Failure to respond to an information requester within the specified time limit;
e) A decision to disclose a third party’s information to a requester;

f) Failure to designate an Information Officer or expert;

g) Failure to provide assistance or support to an information requester;

h) A decision to charge excessive fees for information;

1) Failure to publish and disseminate public interest information; or

j) A decision or act of providing information only to selected or specific mass media.

50. Decision-making and Issuance of Orders

1) When an administrative appeal is submitted to the Chief Ombudsman pursuant to this
Proclamation, he shall have the power to:
a) Resolve the matter through negotiation or conciliation;
b) Summon any person to appear before the Institution;
c) Order the production of documents or evidence relevant to the investigation of the
administrative appeal;
d) Summon and examine prohibited information or documents while maintaining their
confidentiality.
2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article, the Chief
Ombudsman, upon examining the administrative appeal, may:
a) Affirm the decision of the Head or the Information Officer;
b) Change the requested or approved form of access to information;
c) Set aside the decision of the Head or the Information Officer and render a new
decision;
d) Warn or order a public body or a private organization to fulfill its obligations
under this Proclamation within a specified timeframe;
e) Decide on administrative measures against the Head or Information Officer of the
public body or private organization who failed to fulfill their obligations; or

f) Order a systemic investigation where necessary.

33



3) The details regarding systemic investigations shall be determined by a directive to be

issued by the Institution.

51. Administrative Measures

1) Based on the findings of freedom of information implementation monitoring and
supervision, or the results of an administrative appeal investigation, the Chief
Ombudsman may take the following administrative measures, as appropriate, against the
Head or Information Officer:

a) Written warning;
b) Submission of a special report; or
c) Public exposure through the mass media.
2) A written warning issued pursuant to paragraph (a) of sub-article (1) of this Article shall:
a) State the reasons for issuing the warning;
b) Specify the type of corrective measure to be taken; and
c) Specify the time limit for the implementation of the corrective measure; and it
shall be delivered to the concerned Head or Information Officer.

3) Before a written warning is issued, the concerned Head or Information Officer shall be
given the opportunity to provide a written or oral response and comments on the matter
serving as the basis for the administrative measure.

4) An administrative measure decided under sub-article (1) of this Article shall not exempt

from the requirement to implement the corrective action, order, or recommendation.

52. Execution of Decisions

1) The Information Officer shall be responsible for executing the final decision rendered by
the Head in favor of a complainant.

2) A public body or a private organization shall execute a decision rendered by the Chief
Ombudsman within 24 hours of receipt if it concerns urgent information, or within 10
consecutive days if it concerns non-urgent information.

3) Where a beneficiary of a decision notifies the Chief Ombudsman that a decision or order

has not been executed within the time limits specified in sub-article (2) of this Article, the
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Chief Ombudsman shall refer the matter to the Federal High Court or the appropriate

Regional Supreme Court to ensure the execution of the decision or order.
53. Appeal

1) Any party aggrieved by the decision or order of the Chief Ombudsman may lodge an
appeal within 20 days from the date the decision was rendered to: the Federal High Court,
if the case concerns a federal government organ or a private organization located in Addis
Ababa or Dire Dawa or registered at the federal level; or to the Regional Supreme Court,
if the case concerns a regional government organ or a regional-level private organization.

2) The court to which an appeal is submitted shall examine the appeal while maintaining
confidentiality, as appropriate, and shall render a decision within 30 working days of the

submission of the appeal.

PART SEVEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

54. Criminal Penalties

1) Any head of a public body or private organization, information officer, or any other
official who orders such acts, shall be held liable under the Criminal Code of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia or other relevant laws, if they are found guilty by a
court of intentionally performing the following acts with the intent to violate the freedom
of access to information guaranteed under this Proclamation:

a) Destroying, damaging, altering, or deleting information or documents;

b) Concealing or maliciously withholding information or documents;

c) Falsifying information or creating forged information or documents;

d) Classifying any information or document as secret to cover up corruption, other
illegal practices, incompetence, or personal or organizational scandals; or

e) Failing to execute a decision rendered by the Institution.

55. Exemption from Liability
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1)

2)

3)

4)

Any information officer or expert who provides information in good faith, or any media
professional who disseminates information in good faith in accordance with this
Proclamation, shall be exempt from liability.
No individual or media professional shall be subject to legal or administrative penalties
for intentionally disclosing or publicizing information regarding a violation of the law, a
breach of duty, or a serious threat to public health, safety, or the environment, provided
they acted in good faith with a reasonable belief that the information reveals:

a) An act defined as an offense under relevant laws;

b) A serious danger to public health, safety, or the safety of the environment;

c) Retaliatory measures taken against someone for disclosing the offenses or dangers

mentioned in (a) and (b); or

d) The intentional concealment of the offenses or dangers mentioned in (a) and (b).
For the purposes of sub-article (2), an "offense" includes criminal acts, violations of legal
obligations, miscarriage of justice, corruption, fraud, abuse of power, human rights
violations, violations of international humanitarian law, or waste of public resources,
regardless of whether it is linked to an individual’s actions.
Any person who is subjected to an administrative or legal penalty for disclosing
information regarding an offense or a serious danger may lodge an appeal to the court in
accordance with Article 53 of this Proclamation within 30 days of becoming aware of the

decision.

56. Distribution of Distorted Information

1)

2)

3)

4)

Information or documents obtained from a public body or a private organization under
this Proclamation shall be presumed to be authentic and accurate.

It is prohibited to use or disseminate information or documents obtained under this
Proclamation in a distorted manner.

Any person who violates the provisions of sub-article (2) of this Article shall be punished
with rigorous imprisonment of not less than one year and not more than two years.
Notwithstanding sub-article (2), a party that discloses distorted or false information

contained within a document obtained from a public body or private organization, or
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allows it to be published by a third party, shall have a privilege unless it is proven that the
dissemination or publication was done in bad faith.

5) When the dissemination of false or distorted information is committed through the mass
media, it is prohibited to imprison a journalist, editor-in-chief, or any other person in
connection with the case for investigation or any other reason prior to a court's guilty

verdict.

57. Power to Issue Regulations and Directives

1) The House of Peoples’ Representatives may issue Regulations to implement this
Proclamation.
2) The Institution shall issue various Directives to implement this Proclamation and the

Regulations issued by the House of Peoples' Representatives.
58. Transitional Provision

Any information request, grievance, administrative appeal, or court appeal currently pending
under the provisions of Part Three of the Freedom of the Mass Media and Access to Information

Proclamation No. 590/2008 shall be resolved in accordance with the old Proclamation.
59. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1) The provisions of Part Three of the Freedom of the Mass Media and Access to
Information Proclamation No. 590/2008 are hereby repealed.
2) Any law, order, or practice that is inconsistent with this Proclamation shall not be

applicable to matters covered under this Proclamation.

60. Effective Date

37



This Proclamation shall enter into force up on the date of publication in the Federal Negarit

Gazette.
Done at Addis Ababa, this------ ™ day Of ---------- 20---
TAYE ATSKE SELASSIE
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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